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The mobs which are bringing change and revolution to much of the Middle
East are both exhilarating and frightening. They are exhilarating because the |
end of the Medieval Ages may be upon us. Governments which have long
been based upon tyranny and divine right are finally coming to an end. The
Medieval ethic that has enveloped the Arab world since the very beginning of
the Muslim religion is at last dissipating. Revolution by the people and for the
people which had its beginning with the American Revolution and then the
French Revolution is at last reaching long-suffering Arab populations.

Yet, the exhilaration and excitement we feel over these developments must
be tempered with realism. The Bible, that ancient text, has long warned us of
the danger of mob rule. Over and over again we have read story after story
about the psychology of the mob. Mobs are not centers of intelligence, but
often are an artificial insanity made of good people with worthy and lofty
goals.

The first story of mob rule in the Torah is the story of Noah and the flood, and
that story had unfortunate consequences for all save one small family. The
second tale of mob rule is the very next bit of history, the generation of the
Tower of Babel, a time when many thought that they could challenge God and
take his place. Like the generation of the Flood, the generation of Babel met
with dire consequences.

Abraham was the story of one man who found God. However, during his
search his cousin became a citizen of Sodom, one of four cities which were
ruled by mobs. Their evil deeds are described both in the Torah and in the
Midrash. They tortured residents and sought unique ways to “play” with i
guests to their unforgiving communities. To this day we remember Sodom by
that very term which has become part of the English language. Like the gen-
erations of the Flood and of the Tower of Babel, the peoples of Sodom and

allied communities met awful ends.
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Our people were no different. Even before the Exodus we tried Moses’ leadership. We were
slaves with nothing. Moses gave us hope and yet we turned that hope into fright and despair
and almost destroyed our freedom from slavery before it began. In the desert, said God, we
were an untamed mob. We often tried to replace Moses and God with leaders of our own
choice. The sad tale of the Golden Calf is but one example of our constant mob behavior,
which time and time again almost brought about our own destruction.

The next two books of the Bible, Joshua and Judges, contain stories of self-destructive mob be-
havior. The failure of the Monarchy after Solomon was the result of mob behavior. Other sto-
ries of the mob are too many to recall in a bulletin article. However, one such story bears
repetition. This month we celebrate Purim. An evil man, Haman, successfully argued that the
king should give him the right and the authority to kill all Jews. His plan never came to frui-
tion. You know the story. We were saved by the wisdom of Mordecai and the valor of Esther.
But we never mention the end of the story, which is brutal and shameful. Our people formed a
mob that dispersed and killed thousands of non-Jewish Persians.

We were not inherently bad. But in our joy of deliverance on the streets of Persia we formed
groups and the groups became larger and larger and formed mobs. The mobs took on a per-
sonality that was different from the personality of its individual members. We became a killing
machine, a disturbed hive of bees that were out of control.

The soul of the mob is different from the individuals who make up that uncontrollable group.
One can never forecast what a mob will do or whom it will kill. One can never predict the de-
signs of mob-generated leaders.

The Middle East is in ferment, but no one can be certain of the outcome of that ferment. There
is no psychologist who can analyze the mobs and absent is the psychiatrist who can calm the
mobs with medicine. Sadly, history must take its unpredictable course

A successful cultural/recreational program at Beth Ahm is our Chess Club. It
meets on Thursday evenings, the year ‘round, from 7:00 to 9:00 PM (though
no one is kicked out if a game runs overtime), and is open to players of any
age and any level of skill.

The club holds no tournaments and pays little or no attention to official ratings. The emphasis
is strictly on enjoyment of a peaceful game or two of chess




FROM THE PRESIDENT
DEAN GORDON

1992: "It's the economy, stupid” is a sign that a hangs in the Clinton for President campaign
headquarters. Keep the focus of the election on the economy. Clinton defeats Bush.

2000: On Election night, long before the twisted series of events that defined that election,
Tim Russert of NBC News holds up a dry marker board, predicting where the final electoral bat-
tleground will be: FLORIDA, FLORIDA, FLORIDA. The board is now enshrined in the Smith-
sonian.

2011: Congregation Beth Ahm faces financial issues. Why?
DUES, DUES, DUES

Sometimes a catch phrase perfectly sums up a situation. The first two have become part
of presidential folklore. As for the third one, that’s another story.

I would much rather be waxing poetic about the our 75th Anniversary, the upcoming An-
nual Affair on June 12, the history of Congregation Beth Ahm and the men and women who
made this place what it is today, but I can’t. Why? We’re in the winter financial doldrums and
this is no time for poetry. It's time for talk about money. Simply put, when we put the budget
together last spring, we estimated income and expenses. The expenses have increased, mostly
in the house budget, due to a bitterly cold winter and an extraordinary amount of snow re-
moval. On the income side, High Holiday pledges were down by about 25%, and in a budget as
tight as ours, that is a huge number. And yet we have hung on.

By a thread, and a thin one, at that. And what is the difference between finishing the
year fully solvent and not? DUES. DUES. DUES.

Our members owe us a total of $30,000 in dues. If we had that money, we would be
breathing easy, not wringing our hands over the prospects for the next months. Forgive me for
quoting myself, but as I said in my State of the Synagogue speech, we may run this place on a
shoestring, but we need the shoestring. This is not a huge congregation where there are other
members to pick up the slack, and we don’t have big benefactors to write a check and close the
deficit. We are a small shul where every member’s dues are critical to our financial solvency.
Don’t look to the left or the right for the “other guy.” It's you I'm speaking to, specifically those
who still owe all or part of this year’s and past years’ dues.

Dues are a promise made by all who call themselves members. And to put the syna-
gogue at the bottom of the list of one’s financial obligations is morally wrong. There’s a com-
mitment issue here. By not paying dues, you are foisting your financial responsibility onto your
fellow members, and that is just wrong, plain and simple.

So I ask you, please, look at your last bill and pay your dues. If there’s a financial
problem in the family, call me, Debbie Lawrence or Robin Seidon to discuss it; we will be open
to reason. But before you do, please keep in mind the promise you made when you joined Con-
gregation Beth Ahm. You didn’t make that promise to a building: you made it to your fellow
congregants. I now ask you to make good on that promise.

If you do, next month I can write about what I really should be writing about: our
wonderful history and our hopeful future.

Thank you.




BOARD BITS

ELLEN PATTERSON, BOARD SECRETARY
FEBRUARY 8, 2011

*D'VAR TORAH was based on GIVING. There is volun-
teering, which comes under obligatory giving i.e. doing
things to make the world a better place; and there is
contributing, which focuses on the actual things
(whether money or in kind) that are needed. Our history
has relied on people who gave both, our survival has re-
lied on people who gave both, and our shul relies on
people who give both.

*RABBI'S CONTRACT hasn't existed, as a current signed
contract, since 2005. A committee was approved to
work out and finalize a contract going forward. This
committee is made of Debbie Lawrence, Kevin Buckley,
Robin Seidon, and Jack Wurgaft (as counsel).

MISHLOAH MINOT PURIM BASKETS are coming up. $40
entitles a congregant ( or congregant couple) to a basket
as well as dinner on Saturday night, March 19. Addi-
tional baskets are available for $15.

BETH AHM WEB SITE (a new one) should be up and run-
ning by roughly the end of February thanks to the hard
work, input and contributions of Marcia Paisner, Laurie
Brandt, Marsha Schreier, Men's Club, Women's League,
Rabbi's Fund, and Geminini, with whom we have a con-
tract. LOOK OUT FOR THE "GRAND OPENING."

75TH ANNIVERSARY plans are well underway under the
leadership of Laurie Brandt. Please reach out to Laurie
regarding what committees need helpers, and, as per
the d'var torah, GIVE!

WOMEN'S LEAGUE asks for book donations for an up-
coming book sale (a box is in the lobby). Invitation are
out for a New Members Event on February 27.

MEN'S CLUB is busy working on ltalian Night for March 6.

SPEAKER PROGRAM is coming up on March 24. The
"Israel Policy Forum" will be involved, focusing on the
challenges in the middle east. Watch for announce-
ments and details.

CONGREGATIONAL LIFE

Aaron Kriegel, Rabbi / Marsha Schreier, Cantor

BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Dean Gordon ~ President

Kevin Buckley ~ Immediate Past President
Debbie Lawrence ~ Vice President, Membership
Laurie Brandt ~ Vice President, Education
Robin Seidon ~ Treasurer
Ellen Patterson ~ Board Secretary
Shana Miller ~ Education Chair
Adam Radzik ~ Program Chair
Laurie Brandt ~ House Chair
Jim Hargrove & Mickee Lublang ~ Social Action
and Gemilut Chassidim Chair
Dean Gordon ~ Publicity Chair
Irwin and Cookie Hoffer ~ Museum Committee Chair
Mickee Lublang ~ Women’s League President
Jerry Diamond ~ Men’s Club President
Marcia Paisner ~ Kiddushim Chair
TBD ~ Israel Affairs Chair
TBD ~ Cemetery Chair
TRUSTEES: Hilda Jaffe, Marcia Paisner, Carol Cathey,
Natalie Weiss, Hilda Weissman, Rita Zuccaro

FFICE STAFF
Emer Featherstone Bookkeeper
Joe Chmielewski Custodians
Judy Maher
BULLETIN
Debbie Lawrence Editor

THE NEXT MEETING OF THE
CBA BOARD OF TRUSTEES
TUESDAY, MARCH 8, 2011

7:30 PM.

ALL ARE WELCOMED.




SAVE THE DATE

Congregation

Jseth Abm's

75"
Anmnual Affair

Sunday, June 12, 2011

@ 6:00pm

CHILDREN’S LEARNING CENTER

YOU NEED TO JOIN THE MEN'S CLUB

It’s time to get involved. Renew your membership to
the Beth Ahm Men’s Club or join for the first time!
Annual dues are only $25 and that gets you
membership AND our paid up get together!
ALL MEN IN THE SYNAGOGUE ARE WEL-
COME TO JOIN THE MEN'S CLUB
What does Men’s Club do? First and foremost, we
support our synagogue. We volunteer for various
shule events, host Kiddush, provide synagogue fam-
ily events like our annual Italian dinner, an upcom-
ing family outing Bar-B-Q in the park, holiday
events & most importantly help provide a minyon
for our shule community services and life cycle

The students of the Children's Jewish Learn-
ing Center continue to work hard. They re-
cently attended the bat mitzvah of one of
their peers and were able to see how hard
work brings you to this memorable life cycle
event. We have quite a few students that will
soon begin their extensive training for their
bar or bat mitzvah.

We wish Emily Shapiro a huge congratula-
tions! She did a fantastic job at her bat mitz-
vah and the family sponsored a beautiful kid-
dush for our congregants.

Coming up, the students will be helping to fill
up our annual Mishloach Manot baskets.
They will join the congregation at the March
19th Megillah reading, some may even be in
costume. Following Purim they will start pre-
paring for Pesach and learn about all the
preparations that go into it, including the
search for chametz.

Please be sure to join us
Saturday, March 19th
7:00 pm
For the reading of the Megillah

events.

The Mid-East Symposium
schedule for Thursday, March
24th has been postponed.

Information regarding the new
date will be available soon.







